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literary world paid homage at his feet soon after he him-
self had translated into English his Gitan\dl ("Song
Offerings")- A trainload of "pundits, including his one-
time critics, went to Santiniketan to offer their congratula-
tions.
"Rabindranath received his guests only after an inten-
tionally long delay, and then heard their praise in stoic
silence. Finally he turned against them their own habi-
tual weapons of criticism.
** 'Gentlemen,' he said, 'the fragrant honours you here
bestow are incongruously mingled with the putrid odours
of your past contempt. Is there possibly any connection
between my award of the Nobel Prize, and your suddenly
acute powers of appreciation? I am still the same poet
who displeased you when I first offered my humble flowers
at the shrine of Bengal'.
"The newspapers published an account of the bold
chastisement given by Tagore, I admired the outspoken
words of a man unhypnotized by flattery," I went on. "I
was introduced to Rabindranath in Calcutta by his secre-
tary, Mr. C F. Andrews,* who was simply attired in a
Bengali dhoti. He referred lovingly to Tagore as *Gum-
deva'.
"Rabindranath received me graciously. He emanated
an aura of charm, culture, and courtliness. Replying to
my question about his literary background, he told me
that he had been chiefly influenced by our religious epics
and by the works of Vidyapati, a popular fourteenth-
century poet.**
Inspired by these memories, I began to sing Tagore's
version of an old Bengali song, "Light the Lamp of Thy
Love". Bhola and I chanted joyously as we strolled over
the Vidydaya grounds.
About two years after founding the Rancbi school I
received an invitation from Rabindranath to visit him at
Santiniketan and discuss our educational ideals. I went
gladly. The poet was seated in his study when I entered;
I thought then, as at our first meeting, that he was as
striking a model of superb manhood as any painter could
desire. His beautifully chiselled face, nobly patrician,
* The English writer and publicist, close friend of Mahatma
Gandhi